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Introduction

⊲ In perfectly competitive labor market, each firm faces a perfect
elastic labor supply

⊲ If a firm announces a 5 percent wage cut for its employees, how
many of them would leave?

⊲ Perfectly competitive models predict that everyone will leave and
the firm will thus stop running (Q: what if a wage rise?)

⊲ This is why each firm takes market wage as given under perfect
competition

⊲ We know this is not true in most of the real world cases

⊲ Let’s modify our model to cater for and study this part of realistic
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Minimum wage in perfectly competitive market
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Individual price-taking firm

(Q: why downward slopping MRPL?)
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Perfectly competitive market and price-taking

⊲ Why firms are price(wage) takers?
⊲ Labor supply is perfectly elastic (infinitely large)

⊲ When labor supply is perfectly elastic?
⊲ Number of firms in the market are close to infinity / Each firm is

close to be infinitesimal
⊲ Finite firms do endless (Bertrand) price(wage) competing
⊲ No searching cost or other frictions
⊲ No other job characteristics involved in workers’ job decisions

⊲ What does price(wage)-taking indicate?
⊲ Firms face the same horizontal labor supply curve
⊲ Firms have no power in changing the market prices
⊲ MRPL = MC = W
⊲ Workers are indifferent working in any firms
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What evidence (variations) can be used to test our
theory?
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Card and Krueger (1994)
⊲ How do employers in a low-wage labor market respond to an
increase in minimum wage?

⊲ Conventional economic theory: perfectly competitive employers
cut employment ⇐ Does this really happen?

⊲ CK: why not do an ”experiment”? (intro to casual inference)

⊲ The quasi-experiment (definition): an increase in New Jersey’s
minimum wage from $4.25 to $5.05 per hour

⊲ Eastern Pennsylvania (control group) is nearby New Jersey
(treatment group) and thus has similar economics conditions

⊲ High-wage stores (control group) within New Jersey potentially
received no impact compared to low-wage stores (treatment group)

⊲ The rise occurred during a recession while the increase had been
legislated two years earlier and decided in last-minute

⊲ CK chose 400+ fast-food restaurants as the experiment targets
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CK1994: average starting wage at fast-food stores
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CK1994: ”difference in differences”
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CK1994: other outcomes
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CK1994: interpretation

⊲ The results are inconsistent with the predictions of a standard
competitive model which predicts falling employment

⊲ If fast-food stores face an upward-sloping labor-supply schedule, a
rise in the minimum wage can potentially increase employment at
affected firms and in the industry as a whole

⊲ This same basic insight emerges from an equilibrium search model
in which firms post wages and employees search among posted
offers
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Monopsony: notion

⊲ The term monopsony simply means ”One buyer, many sellers”,
similar to monopoly

⊲ There is also oligopsony i.e. ”Several buyers”, similar to oligopoly

⊲ It’s better to take the essence as ”The firm is not a price taker”

⊲ What does it indicate?
⊲ A firm faces upward slopping labor supply curve
⊲ A firm’s own demand affects its price (wage)
⊲ MRPL = MC > W
⊲ Workers can have different wages in different firms
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Monopsony: framework
⊲ Firm’s profit maximization problem: maxπ = p · F (L)− w(L) · L

⊲ Normalize product price: p = 1

⊲ FOC: ∂F (L)
∂L − w(L)− ∂w(L)

∂L · L = 0

⊲ Trade-off: F ′(L)  
MRPL

= w(L) + w ′(L)L  
MC

⊲ Under perfectly competitive market & price-taking: w ′(L) = 0 and
F ′(L) = w∗ where w∗ is the market wage

⊲ Under monopsony, firms face an upward slopping labor supply
curve, and MC increases in L (Q: why have two terms in MC?)

⊲ MRPL
w = 1 + ∂w

∂L
L
w ⇒ MRPL

w = 1 + 1
η ⇒ w = MRPL

1+ 1
η

⇒ w = µMRPL

⊲ η is the elasticity of labor supply (η → ∞ perfect competition)
⊲ µ is called markdown (similar to markup), indicating the (labor)

market power held by the firm (Q: how is η and µ correlated?)
13 / 34



Monopsony and MinimumWage

(Q: how the η and µ change with the minimum wage?)
(Q: what if the wmin is higher than wage at point a?)
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Monopsony and MinimumWage

⊲ Intuition: the marginal costs for workers left to L1 is pre-paid! With
less MC now it is profitable for firms to employ more!

⊲ w0 = µ0 × MRPL0(L0)

⊲ wmin(↑) = µ1(↑)× MRPL1(L1)(↓)

⊲ Profit: π = F (L)− wL = F (L)− µF ′(L)L

⊲ Recall that with CD production function we have
Y = F (L) = F ′(L)L + F ′(K )K and there is no profit π = 0;

⊲ With market power, the firm can earn positive profit:
π = (1 − µ)Y , which increase when µ decreases

⊲ π1 = (1 − µ(↑))× Y (↑) < π0 (by the definition of the profit
maximization problem)
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Monopsony vs Oligopsony
⊲ The literal sole-employer case is rarely realistic (except say
company towns)

⊲ Oligopsony is more often, e.g., considering a Cournot model of
employment-setting game with market employment L = ∑i Li :

maxLi Fi (Li)− w

Li + L∗

−i


Li ⇒ w(Li) =


1 + 1

η(L)
Li
L

−1
F ′

i (Li)

⊲ (Q: when will oligopsony market becomes perfectly competitive
market or monopsony?)

⊲ Under oligopsony, market structure matters for market power and
strategic interactions will play important roles

⊲ Berger et al. (2022) develops a more flexible framework of
oligopsony using a CES aggregator of disutility see appendix

⊲ The definition of the ”oligopsony labor market” is not without
disputes; often use [region × industry or occupation]

⊲ The implicit idea to separate markets here is to use physical distance
and skill-task distance, both of which indicate job moving costs
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Sources of Monopsony Power
⊲ Recall wi =


1 + 1

η(Li )

−1
× MRPLi , where monopsony is all about

η(Li) ∕= ∞ and wi (Li) being upward sloping

⊲ If truly monopsony or oligopsony, the inelastic labor supply can
come from household’s labor-leisure/homework decision

⊲ But workers can migrate and firms can compete through Bertrand
competition (on wage)

⊲ Can we have wi (Li) being upward sloping even when each firm is
atomistic?

⊲ It turns out that we have two natural sources for such inelastic
labor supply:

⊲ Search friction (for finding jobs)
⊲ Idiosyncratic preference (on non-wage firm characteristics)

⊲ Often models are first built on these two microfoundations with a
continuum of firms and then be relaxed to finite firms
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Microfoundation 1: Search Friction
⊲ Workers take time and effort in searching for limited number of
jobs, same as firms in searching for workers

⊲ The matching of workers and firms is thus a process with frictions

⊲ Burdett and Mortensen (1998) shows that in a model where
homogenous firms post jobs with wages and homogenous workers
randomly receive those job offers, there is a unique equilibrium
with wage dispersion, where firms have same profits but pay
different wages, trading off losing workers to firms paying more
with making higher profits on each worker that stays

⊲ Labor supply in BM-type model is upward slopping because it
requires a firm posting a higher wage to have more workers
attracted and less worker poached, so as to retain a larger
employment see a version of the model here

⊲ Perfect competition in this case is reached when job offers from all
firms arrive simultaneously and instantaneously to all workers
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Microfoundation 2: Idiosyncratic Preference
⊲ Workers often consider more than wages when choosing jobs

⊲ Firms are places to work and consist of a high-dimensional set of
(dis)amenities, whose valuations will vary wildly in a given
population of workers (similar to cars or breakfast cereal in IO)

⊲ Location and commute times
⊲ Fringe benefits
⊲ Job safety or career potential
⊲ Relationships with managers and coworkers
⊲ ...

⊲ Firms may not be able to directly observe this taste heterogeneity
and internal constraints on wage discrimination (e.g., internal
equity) may force firms to post only one wage per job

⊲ Firms thus know there are some workers who would work for the
firm at a wage lower than marginal product, and the amount of
workers firms can attract depend on their wages (similar trade-off
as the BM model even without search frictions)
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Card et al. (2018): worker choices and firm supply
⊲ Each firm j ∈ {1, . . . , J} posts a pair wj that all workers costlessly
observe (in contrast to search model)

⊲ For worker i ∈ {1, . . . ,L}, the indirect utility of working at firm j :
uij = β ln


wj − b


+ aj + ij

⊲ b is a reference wage (outside option) common to all workers
⊲ aj is a firm-specific amenity common to all workers
⊲ ij is a i-specific (idiosyncratic) preference for (unobserved amenities

of) working at firm j , which are assumed to be i.i.d draws from Type I
extreme value (TIEV) distribution

⊲ (Q: in what case firm-specific labor supply is perfect elastic?)

⊲ Thus workers have logit choice probabilities of working in firm j :

pj ≡ P


argmax

k∈{1,...,J}
{uik} = j


=

exp(β(ln(wj−b)+aj)
∑J

k=1 exp(β ln(wk−b)+ak )

⊲ Assume that J is very large, then each k term in the denominator
has minimal impact, and we have pj ≈ λ exp


β ln


wj − b


+ aj



⊲ Thus, the approximate firm-specific supply functions:
ln Lj


wj


≈ ln


pjL


= ln (Lλ) + β ln


wj − b


+ aj
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Appendix
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Oligopsony as CES labor supply system: Setting

⊲ Here I show a simplified version of the model in Berger et al. (2022)

⊲ Firms indexed by i ∈


1, 2, . . . ,mj

compete in a local labor market

j and a perfectly competitive product market with productivities
zi ∈ (0,∞) and production function Yi = ziF (Li)

⊲ Representative household with problem:

max
Ci ,Li

Uj



C − L
φ+1

φ

φ+1
φ



 s.t. C = ∑
i∈j

WiLi + Πj , L =



∑
i∈j

L
η+1

η

i

 η
η+1

⊲ FOC: L
1
φ ∂L

∂Li
= Wi ⇒ L

1
φ+1


Li
L

 η+1
η

= WiLi

⊲ Thus a firm i faces its wage function: Wi = L
1
φ−

1
η L

1
η

i
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Oligopsony as CES labor supply system: Solution
⊲ Firm profit maximization problem: Πi = maxLi Yi − WiLi s.t.

Wi

Li , L∗

−i

= L

1
φ−

1
η L

1
η

i , L

Li , L∗

−i

=


L

η+1
η

i + ∑
k ∕=i

L
∗ η+1

η

k

 η
η+1

⊲ FOC:
∂Yi

∂Li
= Wi +

∂Wi

∂Li


L∗
−i

Li ⇔ mpli = mci

⊲ ⇒ mpli = Wi


1 + ∂Wi

∂Li

Li
Wi


= Wi


1 + 1

η +


1
φ − 1

η

 
Li
L

 η+1
η



⊲ Define labor cost share: si =
Wi Li

∑i Wi Li
=

L
1
φ − 1

η L
1
η +1

i

∑i L
1
φ − 1

η L
1
η +1

i

=


Li
L

 η+1
η

⊲ ⇒

mpli = Wi /µi ,where µi =
ε i

ε i + 1
, and

ε i :=


∂ lnWi

∂ ln Li


L−i

−1

=


(1 − si)

1
η
+ si

1
φ

−1
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Oligopsony as CES labor supply system: Simulation
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Microfounding the CES labor supply system with a
static discrete choice framework
⊲ A unit measure of ex-ante identical individuals indexed by l ∈ [0, 1]

⊲ A large but finite set of J sectors in the economy, with finitely
many firms i ∈


1, . . . ,Mj


in each sector

⊲ Worker l ′ s disutility of working hlij hours at firm ij are:
vlij = e−ξlij hlij , where the random utility term ξ̃lij is distributed iid
from a multi-variate Gumbel distribution:
F (ξi1, . . . , ξNJ) = exp


−∑ij e−(1+η)ξij



⊲ Each individual must earn yl ∼ F (y), where earnings yl = wijhlij

⊲ After drawing their vector


ξlij

, each worker solves

minij

log hlij − ξlij


≡ maxij


logwij − log yl + ξlij



⊲ This problem delivers the following probability that worker

chooses to work at firm ij : Probl

wij ,w−ij


=

w1+η
ij

∑ij w1+η
ij
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Static discrete choice framework: firm labor supply

⊲ Integrate to find the total labor supply to firm ij :

nij =
 1

0
Probl


wij ,w−ij


hlijdF (yl) , hlij = yl /wij

nij =
wη

ij

∑i∈j w1+η
ij

 1

0
yldF (yl)

  
:=Y

⊲ Aggregating this expression: ∑i∈j wijnij = Y

⊲ Now define the following indexes:

W :=

∑i∈j w1+η

ij

 1
1+η

, N :=


∑i∈j n
η+1

η

ij

 η
η+1

, and note WN = Y

⊲ Substituting back yields the CES supply curve: nij =


wij
W

η
N
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Static discrete choice framework: nested CES

⊲ This discrete choice framework thus derives the supply system
equivalent to the case where a representative household solves the

utility maximization problem: max{nij} ∑i∈j wijnij −


∑i∈j n
η+1

η

ij

 η
η+1

⊲ Berger et al. (2022) shows that we can also microfound a nested
CES supply system (with btw-market competition)

maxU (Ct ,Nt ) ,Nt :=
 1

0 n
θ+1

θ

jt dj
 θ

θ+1

,njt :=

∑i∈j nijt

 η
η+1 with a

nested logit, F (ξi1, . . . , ξNJ) = exp


−∑J

j=1


∑

Mj
i=1 e−(1+η)ξ̃ij

 1+θ
1+η



⊲ Elasticity of substitution η or θ has a natural interpretation here
⊲ A higher value of η means higher correlation of draws within a

market, thus people has little difference in preference for different
firms and the wage posting is closer to the competitive outcome
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Early recognitions on the general presence of labor
market power even in the absence of ”concentration”

⊲ The supply of labour to an individual firm might be limited ... there might be a certain
number of workers in the neighborhood and to attract those from further afield it may
be necessary to pay a wage equal to what they can earn near home plus their fares to
and fro, or there may be workers attached to the firm by preference or custom and to
attract others it may be necessary to pay a higher wage. Or ignorance may prevent
workers from moving from one firm to another in response to differences in the wages
offered by the different firms. (Robinson [1933] 1969, p. 296)

⊲ The assumption that workers are fully informed and completely responsive to wage
differences may be altered in three main ways. It may be assumed that workers are
ignorant of the wages paid by other employers, or that they are perfectly informed
concerning wages but are deterred from changing jobs by considerations of security, or
that they are perfectly informed concerning wages but differ in their evaluation of the
non-base-rate components of the wage. (Reynolds 1946, p. 393)
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BMModel: setting and behavior
⊲ Here we show a simplified BM model in Manning (2003)

⊲ Mw homogenous workers and Mf homogenous firms

⊲ Firms post wages with CDF F (w) which is an equilibrium outcome

⊲ Both employed & non-employed workers randomly receive job
offers from F (w) at a rate λ

⊲ Employed workers return to non-employment at an exogenous job
destruction rate δ

⊲ An employed worker will move whenever a wage offer above the
current wage is received

⊲ A non-employed worker will accept a job whenever the wage offer
received is above some reservation wage, r = b, where b is the
value of leisure (not the case if λ differs for employed and not)
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BMModel: steady state and labor supply

⊲ Denote u as the unemployment rate, in the steady state we have:
λuMw = δ(1 − u)Mw ⇒ u = δ

δ+λ

⊲ Denote by G(w ;F ) the fraction of employed workers receiving a
wage ≤ w , in the steady state we have:
[δ + λ(1 − F (w))]  

outflow rate

G(w ;F )(1 − u)Mw = λF (w)  
inflow rate

uMw

⊲ ⇒ G(w ;F ) = δF (w)
δ+λ[1−F (w)]

⊲ Denote by N(w ;F ) the firm labor supply, we have

{δ + λ[1 − F (w)]}  
separation rate

N(w ;F ) =
λ

Mf
[uMw + G(w ;F )(1 − u)Mw ]

  
recruitment

⇒ N(w ;F ) =
Mw

Mf

δλ

[δ + λ(1 − F (w))]2
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BMModel: equilibrium profit and wage distribution
⊲ All employers have CRS with the productivity of each worker being

p: π = (p − w)N(w ;F ) = (p − w) Mw δλ
Mf [δ+λ(1−F (w))]2

⊲ In the equilibrium, all firms have the same profits; For a firm pays
the lowest wage, b, its profit is π∗ = (p − b) Mw δλ

Mf [δ+λ]2

⊲ Thus offered wages lie in the interval b ≤ w ≤ p −


δ
δ+λ

2
(p − b)

and within this interval, the equilibrium wage offer distribution is
F (w) = δ+λ

λ


1 −


p−w
p−b



⊲ ⇒ G(w ;F ) = δF (w)
δ+λ[1−F (w)]

= δ
λ


p−b
p−w − 1



⊲ Finally, the expected wage:

E(w) =
Mf


wN(w ;F )dF (w)

Mf


N(w ;F )dF (w)
= p − Mf


(p − w)N(w ;F )dF (w)

Mw (1 − u)

= p − Mf


π∗dF (w)

Mw (1 − u)
= p − Mf π

∗

Mw (1 − u)
= p − δ(p − b)

δ + λ
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BMModel: implication
⊲ Expected wage: E(w) = λ

δ+λ p + δ
δ+λ b

⊲ I.e. a weighted average of marginal product and reservation wage
⊲ The weights depend on λ/δ, which measures the rate at which

searching workers encounter offers relative to they lose jobs

⊲ As (λ/δ) → ∞ (job offers arrive infinitely fast), the distribution of
wages across workers collapses to the perfectly competitive
equilibrium in which all workers get paid their marginal product, p

⊲ In this market, firms cannot pay a lower wage than p as the threat of
workers leaving by poaching is a very real one

⊲ As (λ/δ) → 0, the distribution of wages across workers again
collapses, with all workers paid their reservation wage, b

⊲ In this market, firm will not pay a higher wage than w as there is no
effective competing on workers at all

⊲ Thus search frictions and any artifices (e.g. no-poaching
agreements) that make it difficult to poach workers who are already
employed naturally reduce (λ/δ) and push towards monopsony

33 / 34



Card et al. (2018): firm optimization
⊲ Assume firms have CRS production functions: Yj = Tj f


Lj

, and

product market is perfectly competitive

⊲ Firm’s problem: maxwj Tj f

Lj


wj


− wjLj


wj



⊲ FOC: Tj fL
∂Lj
∂wj

= Lj + wj
∂Lj
∂wj

⇒ Tj fL
mpj

= wj(1 + 1/ej)  
mcj

, where

ej ≡


∂Lj
∂wj

wj
Lj


is the firm-specific elasticity of supply

⊲ Recall ln Lj

wj


= ln (Lλ) + β ln


wj − b


+ aj ⇒ ej =

βwj
wj−b

⊲ ⇒ wj =
1

1+β b + β
1+β Tj fL

⊲ Similar to the BM search model, the wage here is again a weighted
average of the reference wage and marginal revenue product

⊲ However, workers are better ”paid off” here: most workers (except
last worker hired who is indifferent) are infra-marginal and strictly
prefer their job to outside alternatives
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